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No Copyright for Website Lacking Any Original Elements

Description | Appeals court upheld rejection of a copyright for a website design that merely used existing works and put labels and
colors on them. While the standard of originality is low, this fell below that.

Topic Cyberlaw

Key Words | Copyright; Registration; Review; Website

C ASE SUMMARY

Facts Darden created a website, appraisers.com, an online referral service for consumers to locate real estate appraisers
around the country. It features maps that allow a user to find an appraiser by pointing to and clicking on the
appropriate map. It starts at the national level, then state level, then local level. The maps were taken from a digital
Census map, then colored and labeled. Darden filed an application with the Copyright Office to register his website
and related materials. After review, the Copyright Office rejected his applications, noting that the maps lacked
authorship. Coloring and labeling existing maps does not qualify. Registration of his web page was also rejected as a
compilation of graphics. His appeal to the Copyright Office Board of Appeals affirmed denial of his registration. He
sued for court review of that decision.
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